The
Last
Stand
of the

DULUTH
ESKIMO

Two pieces of memorabilia highlight the dying days

of the NFL franchise known as the Duluth Eskimos, a
team that showcased the talent of Ernie Nevers (right),
one of the members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame's
inaugural class of 1963.

Michael Moran

here are many kinds of artifacts that fall into
the category of football memorabilia. If you
were at a game and purchased a pennant or a
program or even saved your ticket stub and brought it
home, you would be a collector of football memora-
bilia. Football cards from the National Chicle Company,
Topps, Bowman or modern set producers are probably
the most collected form of memorabilia. Some people
collect equipment and jerseys (or little swatches of jer-
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seys embedded like holy relics in limited edition mod-
ern cards), while others stick to autographs or, even
more selectively, Hall of Fame autographs.

Many collectors of early NFL material are eclectic in
their taste because the pickings can sometimes feel
very slim and you’re happy just to find something—
anything—that gives you a hands-on feeling for the
early years of the league. Such was the case with the
contract between the Chicago Bears and the Duluth Es-
kimos for a game on December 11, 1927—a game that
turned out to be the last ever played by the Eskimos.
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That a game of football shall be played in the city of

furnished by the party of the-__:a' 5
between the hours of 2 P. M. and 6 P. M.

3

That the length of each quarter period of said game shall be.______. __15 _____ minutes. 55
That the party of tﬁe ‘Hegcond | . . part shall receive as cons:deratmn for sald gaxne, the guaranteed sum ;
0f____$£00_0‘_00 _________________________ , BREREREERXXXY S e AR : ' .
« fmawet with the option of taking __ 40 _______ per cent of the entire gross receipts after 15 per cent thereof has b
been deducted for park rental, not including war tax, to be paid at the conclusion of the game. Gt _-,;h
That party of the._g8econd_________ part, for the game aforesaid, shall bear their own expense, and pé.rty

fthe. £irst . . . __. 11 except that party of second
o e iRty - s had 1y Yl s 1 AT SR b R0 S PO
That the eligibility of all officials and players participating in said game shall have the approval of the
officials of The National Football League. "

That in case of any dispute regarding plays made during the game, _____ S%ﬁldingr' Blo ol e e ;___a_g
Official Football Guide shall govern, and the decision of the President shall be final :

Special Provisions:

o
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ :;\...‘_._______d__?:? ‘ 1
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- e e
That party of the_ -__3_3;?.5_12 ______________ part shall have the right to cancel said game in case of mclemenb
: weather only, by giving notice to party of the_____ gecond. ... part at least five hours before departure
2 - :_gjf_...a:_____ —-.-....__party’s train. In the event. firat .. . . party shall fail to give such notice of
: I'Jcé'l‘_‘ on to..second._ . party, as above provided, and no game is played, party of the ,_aacond_---_q_ O |
-shall recei ly actual expenses (railroad fair, hotel and meals for. twenty 20] men) 258
. ) : S\
Tha}t,“ th teams have arrived on the field of play, and it is found that sald field is questlonable for play,

he qngaﬁqn @t%a‘ﬁ”eﬁlhtmn of said game shall rest solely with the manager of the home team.

.....part shall issue______ passes and party of__Second __ part shall receive._____ passes

hergof the said parties have hereunto set their hands and seals this,_j?_tih» _____ : _________ day
e 192.7_. CHICAGO BEARS FOO‘I’BALL CLUB, :

: By. ,f__z o T e T R

By- = e IR e e ey o i)

WOTBALL LEAGUE DULUTH ESKIMOS FOOTBAI;L CLUB, _

retary and Treasurer

el = -
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That a game of football shall be played in the city of _____. Chlesgo_ ___ .. E , on grounds
furnished by the party of the____JXz.’lf,;i_'i‘_‘.‘_ _part, on the date of ____ ___. :A/_ > < g__}_i : _____-192__?_,
between the hours of 2 P. M. and 6 P. M.

That the length of each quarter period of said game shall be ______._ 15 _____ minutes.

That the party of the. second ______ part shall receive as consideration for said game, the guaranteed sum
of ____$AOG_Q,_Q0 ___________________________ , BB RE BREEE X KK X XA BOT &R St K gl X U X X O X XE R
travet, with the option of taking __ 40 _______per cent of the entire gross receipts after 15 per cent thereof has
be:n deducted for park rental, not including war tax, to be paid at the conclusion of the game.

In the contract the Bears made a $4,000 guarantee to
the Eskimos for the game. NFL records show that 2,500
people attended. It’s safe to say that an attendance of
2,500 at Wrigley Field did not generate $4,000 in receipts,
so the Bears must have been backed into a corner—fi-
nancially speaking. No doubt it was part of the reason
the Bears ended the 1927 season $3,488.35 in the red.

For autographs you have Dutch Sternaman and
George Halas, co-owners of the Bears until Halas
bought out Sternaman in 1933. For the Eskimos you
have Ole Haugsrud, the man who brought Ernie Nevers
into professional football and who supposedly paid $1
to purchase the team from the players, who had been
running it as a cooperative venture. When Haugsrud
sold the Duluth franchise to a team in Orange, New Jer-
sey in 1929, it was with an agreement that he would
receive a percentage of the next NFL franchise in Min-
nesota—thirty years later he became a part owner of
the Minnesota Vikings.

A companion piece is the letter on Eskimo station-
ary from 1929 seen on the next page. It is collectible for
the letterhead, the autograph and the historical con-
tent. It shows that prior to the Duluth franchise being
sold to Orange there was a final attempt to field an Es-
kimos NFL team. The date of the letter, July 22, is
interesting because both Haugsrud and Scanlon were
at the same time in negotiations with Dr. David Jones,
who became the new owner of the Chicago Cardinals
four days prior, to manage and coach that team—and
to bring Ernie Nevers along with them. Maybe when
Johnny Blood McNally signed with the Packers they
gave in to the pressure at the owners meeting to sell
their franchise to Newark, but the letter shows they
struggled to the bitter end to keep the Eskimos alive.

MICHAEL MORAN is the senior pastor of the First Congregational
Church in New Milford, Connecticut. His research and collecting
interests focus on his father, Hap Moran, who played in the NFL
from 1926 to 1933, and the game of that era.
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OLUF HAUGSRUD : DEWEY D. SCANLON
PRESIDENT = ] = MANAGER
BOX NO. 287 s8i1 CODY STREET
DULUTH MINN, WEST DULUTH, MINN,

PHONE. CALUMET 488-W PHONE. CALUMET 488-W

Duluth, Minn., July 33nd, 1929

Mr. John MeNally,
New Richmond, Wisconsin.

Dear John:i-

We are goling to operate & Club in the
National Pro Football League this coming season, I
am writing you at this time, to ask if you would be
interested in a contract with this Tean. The
Schedule meeting takes place at Atlantic City, July
27th and 28th, =2fter which time we will be able %o
give full information as to terms and schedule.

Bxpecting am early reply, we are

Very truly yours

DULUTH FOOTBALL CLUB

MEMBER NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
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