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BACK YOUR NEW YORK GIANTS!

Throughout the 1953 season you'll see football at its finest at the Polo Grounds
D when you back your New York Giants. Cheer your team on to victory as the Giants
B meet the top teams in the National Football League. And if you are not

at present a season ticket holder, stop in at the box office while here, and

investigate all the advantages of season tickets for 1954.

Tune in...Television and Radio!

When you can't get out to the game in person,
follow the Giants on Television and Radio. Miller
High Life again will be bringing you the play-
by-play telecasts and radio broadcasts over an
extensive network of Eastern stations. Consult your
newspaper for times and dates of all Miller High
Life broadcasts and telecasts.

At the game, at home or

at your favorite tavern or
restaurant, treat yourself
and your friends to an
extra measure of pleasure
with Miller High Life,
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THE NATIONAL CHAMPION OF QUALITY!



New York Giants ball carrier
heads for paydirt as team-
work opens hole for touch-
down against New York
Yanks in Polo Grounds con-
test. Notice converging Yanks
closing in too late.
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GIANT COACHES: Al DeRogatis, Ed Kolman, Head Coach Steve Owen, Jim Lee Howell, Al Sherman.

Four Lineman And A Back

NCE, when he thought his four horsemen

might be getting a bit swellheaded, Knute
Rockne came up with a bit of sure fire deflation.
He merely put it to a vote; which were more im-
portant to Notre Dame’s success, the backs or the
seven mules up front. The mules won it, 7-4. The
issue was never in doubt.

The Giant coaching staff, which numbers four
linemen and one left handed quarterback, was not
put together for laughs such as Rockne’s. But the
composition does serve to deflate backs. Three of
the coaches, Steve Owen, Al DeRogatis and Ed
Kolman were all time All-American tackles. Jim
Lee Howell was a good enough end to play first
string with the Giants from 1937 to 1947. All of
them in their playing days struck fear into the
hearts of enemy runners.

The fifth member of the Giant staff is Al Sher-
man, a 173 pound backfield coach who never has
been big enough to scare even little children. But
ferocious or not, Al was a good enough quarter-
back to make the big leagues when he was only
19 years old. He played five years, directed Steve
VanBuren, Bosh Pritchard and other Philadelphia
Eagles in the (then) new T-formation. In the city
of brotherly love Al is still known affectionately as
“Lefty.”

Sherman, who played his college football at
Brooklyn College, lives now in Scarsdale. He came
to the Giants in 1949, bringing his beloved T-
formation with him. It was Sherman who installed
it at the Polo Grounds. In the next two years the
terrific Giant attack lost only four games.

Sherman is the only coach who never played for
the Giants. Owen, of course, antedates everyone but
the franchise, having played first in 1927. One of
his proudest boasts in those days was that Tim
Mara thought highly enough of him to pay $500 for

his contract. Owen doesn’t mention that figure much
anymore because it no longer sounds like the
tremendously high price it was.

Howell is next oldest in point of service. The
former state senator from Arkansas first saw New
York in 1936 when the University of Arkansas
basketball team on which he played center reached
the finals of the Olympic tryouts. Recently married,
he and his wife, the former Susan Campbell of
Lonoke, Arkansas, are seeing New York again this
season. Back in Lonoke Howell owns a farm; a
real working farm, he inisists, not a plantation.

Ed Kolman played only one year for the Giants
and he played that year mostly on one leg. For six
seasons previously he had played for the twice
world champion Chicago Bears. Then he broke a
leg and the Bears released him, thinking the injury
finished him. Kolman took special treatments and
exercises, decided he might have one year left, and
signed with the Giants. The following season he
took over line coaching duties.

DeRogatis is the coach who was most recently
a Giant. He came up from Duke in 1949 and for
four seasons was as feared a defensive tackle as
Arnie Weinmeister. Last season an old knee injury
began to bother him—cartileges had been removed
while at Duke—and now he can bend the knee
only far enough to walk normally. Thus, at 26 he is
washed us as a player because in college a doctor
did a bad job.

So the Giants put him to work assisting Ed Kol-
man with the Giant line. Talking about ferocity,
DeRogatis once scared a rookie out of camp without
even seeing him. The rookie had seen DeRogatis’
helmet, the biggest in a row of helmets laid out
alongside the playing field. “Maybe I better go
home,” the rookie said, “before the man who wears
that helmet shows up.”

1920 — 34th Year, National Football League — 1953
This book is published by HARRY M. STEVENS, Inc., 320 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y.
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A Sure Point!

You're always on the winning side when you make a Sure

point of ordering Seagram’s 7 Crown. After the game, enjoy the

champion smoothness and taste of this all-American favorite.

Say Seagraw’s and be Sure

Seagram’s 7 Crown. Blended Whiskey. 86.8 Proof. 65% Grain Neutral Spirits. Seagram-Distillers Corp.,N.Y.




Charley Conerly

FOR six seasons now Charley Conerly has been
carrying the brunt of the Giants’ offensive
burden. For six seasons the Giants have been trying
to get help for him in the form of a dependable
substitute. But for all those six seasons the Giants
have had little or no success and Charlie, often
playing when hurt, has had to go it alone.

Travis Tidwell, Freddy Benners and Arnie Ga-
liffa are the most recent and best remembered
names to try playing in Conerly’s shoes. Tidwell
and Galiffa both suffered fractured transverse proc-
esses. Though Galiffa will return as good as new
next season, Tidwell never regained form after his
injury. Benners, after a promising rookie season
last year, elected to remain in law school at S. M. U.
for 1953, rather than risk immediate action by his
draft board.

Playing quarterback in professional football
today is not an occupation for sissies. The quarter-
back is passer, signal caller and, on occasion,
either voluntarily or involuntarily a runner. With
all these problems on his mind he has to worry
on each play about onrushing enemy linemen.
These linemen often outweigh him by seventy or
eighty pounds. If the quarterback does not protect
himself he might get killed. Pro linemen long ago
learned that the best way to stop a good passer is
to discourage him by hard tackling.

Conerly is 6 foot 1, looks smaller. By this stage
of the season his weight is probably down to less
than 180 pounds. He long ago accepted the burden
which rests upon him. The somewhat taciturn man
from Clarksdale, Mississippi, never complains nor
offers alibis, even when he has been playing with
an injury.

Chuckin’ Charley played most of the 1951 season
with a shoulder separation which pained him con-
siderably and absolutely prevented accurate pass-
ing. He didn’t report the injury till the season
ended. “Why report it?” Conerly asks. “I had to
play. Tidwell was hurt. We had no one else.”

“I knew from the way he had to throw the ball
that he was hurt,” Coach Steve Owen said after-
wards. “I’ve never known a gamer guy. We couldn’t
have won a game without him. He gave all he had
all season long.”

Again this season, after Galiffa was hurt early
in the first period against the Eagles, Conerly
gave a demonstration of his courage. Owen had not
expected to use him at all due to a bad muscle
pull in his back. But Conerly, rushed into action,
completed ten of 19 passes for 68 yards and the
Giants’ only touchdown. Every throw was painful
but he stayed in there to the end.

Conerly, fresh from the Mississippi campus, was
obtained by the Giants for the 1948 season for so
lucrative a contract that Branch Rickey of the
rival Brooklyn Dodgers termed the whole transac-
tion “un-American.” At Mississippi, as a single
wing tailback, Conerly had been setting new col-

Quarterback

CHARLEY CONERLY

legiate records every time he made a completion
or threw a touchdown pass. In addition he had a
40-yard punting average and a 4-yard-per-try rush-
ing average.

With the Giants in 1948 he was Rookie of the
Year, setting, in the process, a league record that
still stands, 36 completions in a single game. This
was in Owen’s A formation, a basically single wing
offense.

The next season the T formation was installed
and Conerly had to make the difficult switch to T
quarterback. He learned it well enough and quickly
enough to direct the Giants to second place finishes
in 1950 and 51, losing only two games each season.
Though good enough to win the title most years,
each time the Giants’ performance fell short.
Though he doesn’t speak of it, these facts have
saddened Conerly, who feels that with just a little
luck he might have quarterbacked a winner.

This season, in addition to his performance
against the FKagles while injured, Conerly had
another fine game when the Giants played the
Browns in rain and mud last month. He com-
pleted 9 of 19 for 95 yards and ran once for 24
yards. Graham completed only 2 of 5 for 26 yards
and fumbled the snap from center four times.

Conerly, the only quarterback in football to
have beaten Graham and the Browns four times
(and also the only quarterback to complete four
touchdown passes against Brown defenses in one
game) has many records of which he can be proud.

But his favorite is that he led the league last
year in running for extra points. Charlie did this
twice, both times when an enemy lineman was
flagrantly offside, snatching the ball from the
ground and running it into the end zone.

Now, whenever one of his teammates jokingly
suggests that Charley isn’t the most powerful run-
ning back in pro football, Charley asks, “and who
was it who led the league in rushing for extra
points last season?”

1920 — 34th Year, National Football League — 1953
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MELROSE ri

NATIONAL LEAGUE LEADERS
! I lh Rushing Perry, San Francisco... 144 for 790 yds.
e Passing Graham, Cleveland 129 for 2,089 yds.

Pass-Receiving _Pihos, Philadelphia 53 for 893 yds.

I s 1 Scoring Groza, Cleveland 76 pts.
W ].S {6}7 Punting Brady, Pittsburgh 47.8-yd. avg.
Punt Returns_____ Trippi, Cardinals.._._ 19 for 239 yds.

Kick-Off Returns_Lewis, Los Angeles 25 for 635 yds.

b
y0u Interceptions___Keane, Baltimore.___ 10 for 97 yds.

Personally

Recommend

So exceptional is Melrose

\
Rare that you’ll be proud to A
personally recommend it. A 3
P . . . nszt P,
That is how the reputation of 7

Melrose has grown . .. one
man telling another . . . and
another . . . since 1885.

Full 90 proof
5485 £310

BLENDED WHISKEY; 60% NEUTRAL GRAIN SPIRITS. MELROSE DISTILLERS, INC., NEW YORK, N. Y,
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Meetthe Gianlts

Ray Pelfrey (80), who saw service
with the Green Bay Packers and Chi-
cago Cardinals before he came to the
Giants after the start of this season,
has pl‘o\ith'(l a IJiu boost to the New
Yorkers in their weakest department

pass receiving. The fleet 190-pound
graduate of Eastern Kentucky State has
made some spectacular grabs the last
few weeks. He has a great pair of
hands and can run like a halfback with

the ball,
Merwin Hodel (35) has had a lot of

hard luck in his rookie pro season. The
ex-Colorado fullback suffered a leg in-
jury in pre-season training and had to
be cut from the squad when the Giants
reduced their roster to 33 players. Then
after being recalled in an emergency a
few weeks ago, he got racked up in the
game with the Steelers and may not be
able to play any more. When he’s sound
Hodel is a good football player.

Leo Miles (47), who came to the
Giants from Virginia State University,
had won a regular backfield berth on
the defensive platoon and was being
hailed as a better prospect than Em
Tunnell at a similar stage of develop-
ment. Then, in the first Pittsburgh
game, Leo suffered a knee injury that
has kept him on the sidelines ever
since. His status for the rest of the year
is doubtful but he'll be heard from in
1954,

DeWayne Douglas (78), 240-pound
rookie tackle from Florida, received his
first real chance in the second game
with the Steelers here and showed Steve
Owen some of the best blocking the
Giants have had in the line all season. (Y
Only 21 and pea-green, Douglas has a

lot to learn. But the Giants regard him

as a fine future prospect.

Bob Peviani (63), rugged rookie
guard from Southern California, has
been a strong defensive performer for
the Giants. Quick and hard-hitting for
a 210-pounder, he stands up well to
power and also has good lateral range,
Coach Red Blaik of Army rated Bob as
the best defensive guard the Cadets
faced in 1952,

Joe Ramona (61) went to training
camp with the Giants, got a bit lost in
the shuffle and was cut from the squad
when the roster was reduced at the start
of the season. However, Steve Owen
restaked his claim on the ex-Santa
Clara star soon after the campaign
started and Ramona has seen a lot of
service in the middle of the line. He's
a strong and stubborn defender.

AUTOGRAPH COLLECTORS: “Meet the Giants” will be a weekly program feature.
1920 — 34th Year, National Football League — 1953
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